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Our history 
 
The House of Friendship was founded in 1974 as a charity by the Mennonite Conference of Ontario and Quebec (now the Mennonite Church 

Eastern Canada, MCEC) in partnership with the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Throughout the last century, several waves of immigration 

allowed the Mennonites to flourish in Canada, and the community wanted to contribute, in turn, to the society that had welcomed them. The 

MCEC had begun humanitarian aid projects in other Canadian cities, but not in Montreal. 

 

The aim was to bring a humanitarian and pastoral presence to a poor neighbourhood of the city of Montreal. Indeed, at the time, the Plateau 

Mont-Royal had been in decline since the 1960s and was characterized by a high crime rate. It consisted primarily of disadvantaged families 

and an already large immigrant population. 

 

In 1973, in order to establish the House of Friendship, the Mennonite Central Committee 

purchased an old building that dated back to 1872. Located at 120 Duluth Avenue East, 

this former factory had been reincarnated in 1942 as the first Jewish school in Montreal, 

the Schula Peretz school. Abandoned in 1959 following the relocation of the school, the 

building fell into a precarious state—dilapidated and unsanitary. It is thanks to the 

perseverance of volunteers that the House of Friendship was made presentable and was 

able to open its doors in 1974 so that the local population could benefit from the services 

it offered.  

 

At first, the House of Friendship worked with the local community by organizing activities 

for young people and by setting up a daycare for underprivileged families. In the late 70s, 

a wave of immigrants and refugees from Chile moved into the Plateau. Many of them 

took part in the centre's activities and made use of its services. Aware of the difficulties related to immigration (legal problems, economic status 

changes, language barriers, unemployment, etc.), the centre implemented an intervention program in 1979 to facilitate the social integration of 

refugees. Various activities were organized to enable newly arrived refugees to Canada to overcome their initial isolation. In 1989 the House of 

Friendship began offering French courses and, in 1996, English classes were added to the program. 

 

Having become an autonomous organization in 1994, the daycare moved out, allowing the House of Friendship to broaden its intervention 

program for refugees. In collaboration with other local groups, the program evolved and eventually gave birth to Project Refuge (emergency 

accommodations in 1995) and to the Family Refuge (2000), which occupied the third floor of the building until 2005. 

 

These initiatives continued to evolve, but the number of people entering Canada as refugees decreased significantly as a result of the policies of 

the Federal Government at the time. So, in 2005, major renovations were undertaken to transform the third floor into a community-focused 

student residence. Endowed with a social action program, beginning in 2006, the residence has welcomed mainly foreign students. 

 

 

Une communauté solidaire 

Embracing community 

Una comunidad solidaria 
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The lion’s share of the assistance given to new arrivals takes the form of language courses, which provide access to activities and services that 

encourage their social integration and expose them to work experience and volunteer jobs that help increase employability. 

 

Despite its gentrification, the Plateau Mont-Royal still has a large low-income population (often elderly people, single-parent households, visible 

minorities, etc.) and an increasing number of homeless people. True to its mission, the House of Friendship is attune to the changing social 

conditions and needs of the local population and adapts its services and activities accordingly. 

 

So, although it is a secular centre, the House of Friendship continues the proud Mennonite tradition of people taking care of one another in an 

environment that provides both physical and spiritual support for immigrant populations and individuals in need, putting into practice the 

following principles: 

 Be a community of reconciliation and mutual assistance 

 Be a peacemaker 

 Fight for social justice in the community, using a non-violent approach 

 

 

 

The Maison de l'amitié - House of Friendship - works primarily through donations from hundreds of people 

who wish to support its mission within the community. 
Thank you! 
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